
Define settler colonialism and give two examples (Feb 24) 

 

Here's a definition of settler colonialism, along with two clear examples: 

Settler Colonialism: Definition 

Settler colonialism is a distinct form of colonialism where foreign settlers seek to 
permanently occupy and replace the existing indigenous populations of a territory. It 
involves not just the exploitation of resources, but the active displacement and 
elimination of native societies to establish the settler population as the new, dominant 
society. 

Key Characteristics: 

• Land Appropriation: Central to settler colonialism is the seizing of indigenous 
lands and the assertion of sovereignty over those lands by the settlers. 

• Elimination of Indigenous Populations: This can occur through various means 
such as genocide, forced displacement, assimilation policies, and the destruction 
of traditional cultures and ways of life. 

• Imposition of Settler Society: Settlers bring their own social, political, and 
economic institutions, seeking to replicate or adapt their homeland's structures in 
the new territory. 

Examples: 

1. The United States: The founding of the United States is a classic example of 
settler colonialism. European settlers arrived in North America, systematically 
displacing and eliminating Native American populations through warfare, 
disease, and forced relocation. The expansion of the United States followed this 
pattern, fueled by the ideology of Manifest Destiny, which claimed a divine right 
for settlers to occupy the continent. 

2. Australia: British colonization of Australia represents another case of settler 
colonialism. The British declared the continent terra nullius (nobody's land), 
ignoring the presence of Aboriginal Australians who had lived there for tens of 
thousands of years. Aboriginal people were dispossessed of their land, subjected 
to violence, and their cultures were systematically undermined by assimilation 
policies like those that led to the Stolen Generations. 

Important Notes: 

• Settler colonialism is not a historical event. It is an ongoing structure that 
continues to impact Indigenous peoples today through land dispossession, social 
and economic marginalization, and cultural suppression. 



• Understanding settler colonialism is crucial for analyzing historical events, 
current political situations, and the continuing fight for Indigenous rights and self-
determination. 
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